
 

Inventory No: PIT.392   

DEMOLISHED

Historic Name: Rice, Amasa House

Common Name:

Address: 1643 East St
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Year Constructed: c 1840

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Greek Revival

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Wall: Cobblestone; Marble
Foundation: Marble
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G ^ 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S H I S T O R I C A L C O M M I S S I O N 
O f f i c e o f t h e S e c r e t a r y , S t a t e H o u s e , B o s t o n 

4 . M a p . D r a w s k e t c h o f b u i l d i n g l o c a t i o n 
i n r e l a t i o n t o n e a r e s t c r o s s s t r e e t s a n d 
o t h e r b u i l d i n g s . I n d i c a t e n o r t h . 

1. T o w n 

I n A r e a n o . F o r m n o . 

P i t t s f i e l d 

A d d r e s s 1643 E a s t S t r e e t 

N a m e R i c e H o u s e 

P r e s e n t u s e R e s i d e n c e 

P r e s e n t o w n e r Norman R . & L i l l i a n 
M a r c h 

3. D e s c r i p t i o n : 

D a t e C 1840 

S o u r c e S t y l e , d e e d s 

S t y l e G r e e k R e v i v a l 

A r c h i t e c t Unknown 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c C o b b l e s t o n e 

O u t b u i l d i n g s ( d e s c r i b e ) None 

O t h e r f e a t u r e s M a r b l e q u o i n s , m o u l d -

i n g s a n d d o o r w a y ; e a r l y c l a p b o a r d 
e l l s 

A l t e r e d E l l g 

M o v e d NA 

D a t e E a r l y 1 9 t h 

c . 
D a t e 

5. L o t s i z e : 

O n e a c r e o r l e s s O v e r o n e a c r e 2 . 2 8 A 

A p p r o x i m a t e f r o n t a g e 115 f e e t 

A p p r o x i m a t e d i s t a n c e o f b u i l d i n g f r o m s t r e e t 

7 5 f e e t 

6. R e c o r d e d b y F i 1 i y , a r ) e t h F i t f ts immons 

O r g a n i z a t i o n 

A p r i l 1 8 , 1981 
D a t e * ' 

Historical Surrey 
ami Planning Project 1 • 

( o v e r ) 

30M-5-77 



PIT: 312. 

7. Original owner (if known) 

R e s i d e n c e 

Araasa R i c e 

Original use 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8 . Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agr icultural 
Architectural 
The Ar t s 
Commerce 
Communication 
Gommunity development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mi l i tary 
Pol it ical 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Histor ica l significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

T h i s h o u s e i s u n i q u e i n P i t t s f i e l d , a n d mos t l i k e l y i n B e r k s h i r e 
C o u n t y a s w e l l b y v i r t u e o f i t s c o b b l e s t o n e e x t e r i o r . I t s 
m a r b l e f r i e z e a n d c l a s s i c a l d o o r m i r r o r t h e G r e e k R e v i v a l e l e m e n t s 
u s u a l l y r e n d e r e d i n wood . I t s c l a p b o a r d e l l s a r e e a r l y , p o s s i b l y 
p r e d a t i n g t h e h o u s e . The h o u s e s i t s n e a r t h e E a s t B r a n c h o f t h e 
H o u s a t o n i c R i v e r i n a n a r e a known a s t h e J u n c t i o n d u r i n g t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , where s e v e r a l l a r g e f a r m s were l o c a t e d . 
Amasa R i c e , who p u r c h a s e d t h e t r a c t o f l a n d o n w h i c h t h e c o b b l e - » 
s t o n e h o u s e s i t s i n 1 8 3 9 , was a f a r m e r w e l l known a n d r e s p e c t e d 
i n m i d - c e n t u r y P i t t s f i e l d . He was among the founders o f t h e 
H o u s a t o n i c E n g i n e Company i n 1 8 4 4 . 

T h i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y i m p o r t a n t h o u s e h a s a n e y e - c a t c h i n g l o c a ­
t i o n , s e t b a c k f r o m t h e r o a d o n a b e n d o f E a s t S t r e e t . M o s t 
o f t h e l a n d i n t h e i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y i s u n d e v e l o p e d , r e i n f o r c i n g 
t h e o r i g i n a l f a r m h o u s e f u n c t i o n o f t h e h o u s e . 

T h e h o u s e i s l o c a t e d o n t h e s i t e o f F o r t A n s o n , c o n s t r u c t e d b y 
C o l W i l l i a m W i l l i a m s i n 1754 f o r t h e d e f e n s e o f h i s e x t e n s i v e 
t r a c t o f l a n d . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor 's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

S m i t h , J . E . A . , H i s t o r y o f P i t t s f i e l d , V o l . 1, p p . 1 0 8 - 1 0 9 
S m i t h , J . E . A . , H i s t o r y o f P i t t s f i e l d , V o l . 2 , p . 551 
1855 Map o f B e r k s h i r e C o u n t y 
1876 A t l a s o f B e r k s h i r e C o u n t y , H . F . B e e r s , New Y o r k 
B e r k s h i r e E a g l e , O c t o b e r 2 8 , 1927 
B e r k s h i r e C o u n t y R e g i s t r y o f D e e d s R e c o r d s 
P i t t s f i e l d A s s e s s o r ' s R e c o r d s 

c 



F I T . 3 ^ 2 , 

P i t-fcsf 1 

idress 1643 E a s t S t r e e t 

i g i n a l & p r e s e n t R e s i d e n c e 

L i t e r a t u r e 
M u s i c 

I n d i a n s 
O t h e r 

S o u r c e 

o w n e r N o r m a n R . M a r c h 

p u b l i c N o . 

S t y l e G r e e k R e v i v a l 

o f d a t e 

D e v e l o p m e n t o f t o w n / c i t y 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l r e a s o n f o r i n v e n t o r y i n g : 

U n i a u e f o r B e r k s h i r e s 

A r c h i t e c t 

O R p a r t o f A r e a # 

3 0 C O N D I T I O N E x c e l l e n t G o o d F a i r D e t e r i o r a t e d M o v e d A l t e r e d A d d e d . 

4 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

F O U N D A T I O N / B A S E M E N T : H i g h R e g u l a r L o w M a t e r i a l G r a n i t e 

W A L L C O V E R : W o o d B r i c k S t o n e O t h e r 

R O O F : R i d g e G a m b r e l F l a t H i p M a n s a r d 

T o w e r C u p o l a D o r m e r w i n d o w s B a l u s t r a d e G r i l l w o r k _ 

C H I M N E Y S : 1 2 3 4 5 C e n t e r E n d I n t e r i o r I r r e g u l a r 

S T O R I E S : 1 2 3 4 A T T A C H M E N T S : W i n g s E l l S h e d 

P O R C H E S : 1 2 3 4 P O R T I C O 

C l u s t e r E l a b o r a t e 

B a l c o n y 

F A C A D E : G a b l e e n d : F r o n t / s i d e O r n a m e n t . 

E n t r a n c e : S i d e F r o n t : C e n t e r / S i d e D e t a i l s : 

W i n d o w s : S p a c i n g : R e g u l a r / I r r e g u l a r I d e n t i c a l / V a r i e d 

C o r n e r s : P l a i n P i l a s t e r s Q u o i n s C o r n e r b o a r d s 

5„ I n d i c a t e l o c a t i o n o f b u i l d i n g i n r e l a t i o n to 6 . F o o t a g e o f s t r u c t u r e f r o m s t r e e t 7 5 
n e a r e s t c r o s s s t r e e t s a n d o t h e r b u i l d i n g s / P r o p e r t y h a s 7 5 f e e t f r o n t a g e o n s t r e e t 

R e c o r d e r D o r o t h e a S o l o m o n 
<6 

^ F o r B e r k s h i r e C o . H i s t n r i n a l S o c i e t y 

P h o t o D a t e M a m f r ? Q r 1 Q 7 ^ 

R E V E R S E S I \ 3 l973 



R E L A T I O N O F S U R R O U N D I N t J S T R U C T U R E 

! . O u t b u i l d i n g s . 1 

2. L a n d s c a p e F e a t u r e s : A g r i c u l t u r e O p e n W o o d e d G a r d e n : F o r m a l / I n f o r m a l 
P r e d o m i n a n t f e a t u r e s 
L a n d s c a p e a r c h i t e c t 

3. N e i g h b o r i n g S t r u c t u r e s 
S t y l e : C o l o n i a l F e d e r a l G r e e k R e v i v a l G o t h i c R e v i v a l I t a l i a n V i l l a L o m b a r d R o m . 

V e n e t i a n G o t h i c M a n s a r d R i c h a r d s o n i a n M o d e r n f a c t o r y 

U s e : R e s i d e n t i a l C o m m e r c i a l R e l i g i o u s C o n d i t i o n s : E x c e l l e n t G o o d F a i r D e t e r i o r a t e d 

G I V E A B R I E F D E S C R I P T I O N O F H I S T O R I C I M P O R T A N C E O F S I T E ( R e f e r a n d e l a b o r a t e o n 
t h e m e c i r c l e d o n f r o n t o f f o r m ) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y A N D / O R R E F E R E N C E 

R E S T R I C T I O N S 

O r i g i n a l O w n e r : 
D e e d I n f o r m a t i o n : B o o k N u m b e r P a g e , B e r k . M i d d l e D i s t . R e g i s t r y o f D e e d s 
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